
The city of Togane was born on April 1 in 1954. April 1, 2004 will mark the 50th 
anniversary of Togane's birth as a city.
   At that time, the population of the new Togane City was 35,000. Today, it has 
reached 60,000. During this time, much in the city has changed.
   Over the past 50 years, some major improvements have been made. For example, 
from 1955-65, the agricultural infrastructure was improved with the development of a 
water supply system for the city and elementary and junior high schools were 
modernized. The ten years from 1965-1975 saw the construction of the Togane 
Bypass (Route 126), the formation of a regional firefighting unit, improvement of 
local government, and the opening of the softball field for the Wakashio National 
Athletic Meet.
   The period 1975-85 saw the formation of a new commercial district with the 
completion of the Togane Station East Entrance Development Project and the opening 
of the Chiba-Togane Expressway. In the ensuing years many major housing areas 
were constructed, the water-sewer infrastructure was developed, the Togane Culture 
Center was completed, a sister-city relationship was established with the French city 
of Rueil-Malmaison, Josai International University was opened for classes, the 
Togane Arena, Fureai Center were opened and the Chiba-higashi Technopark were 
completed. These and other developments have helped to build a strong public 
infrastructure and have brought about major changes in the urban or industrial 
structures and in the lifestyles of the people.
   In the future, the continuing aging of society and the sharing of power with local 
governments will have an even greater impact on the role and responsibility of 
municipal governments. Our wish is for the government and people of Togane to work 
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